MEMORANDUM

Tik Wline Oparatars. Mining Superviso:s, erd Minars

FROM. W Office o Miners' [lealth, Safety and Training

Bosrd of Coal Mine Hezlth znd Safety

TATE OF WEST VIRGENIA DATT:

S0B WISE, GOVERMDR

June 17, 2002

RE: Traveling / Working inby Supported Roal andfar in

FFICE OF MNERS HEALTH, Adjacent Tnadequale Supported Roaf

AFETY AND TRAINMNG
Joug Conaway, Diractor
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West Virginia Cocle 22, Section(s) 22 A-2-23(c), (d}, and (2} states as follows,

Hhices: 224.2-35(¢)

_ The operator of a mine has primary rezpongibility to
e 10me prevenl imjuries and deaths resultine from waorking  under
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ATOn, wﬂhmaslm unseppormed moo wery operator shall require thal no person
(M} 3672705 may proceed beyomd the lust permaren: support ucless adequate
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) required unde: an spproved roof control plan and ebzerce of such
gion Une Satellits support will not pose a h to arers
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unsuppoeted roof is located shall not direct or knowingly permit
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any person 3 proceed bevond the last permmnent support unless
adedquate temadrary suppor is provided ar ICMpOraly support is
not tequired vader an approved zoof contrel plan and absence of
such suppart wiki nut pose 8 hazard ta the miners.

3 ick Grosk Road 224-2-251e)
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Clearly, these pravisions place accounzebilicy af nor tmaveling or working inby supparied roof on
the operator, immediale supervisor and nuicer.

While adequate regulatory safeguards are in plaee, they cannot prevent an injury or faal if
individuals cortinue to place themselves in areas of unsupporeed or inadequately supparted toof
ar i this activine is escouraged or condoned by oparators or immediate suporvisors.,

The State mus: take the strongest possible actions to slop Uis unsale practice to continue. 1F we
cannot remove the act of going inhy supported roof or working n areas of inadequately
suppertad roaf we must remove the violator and those who condane this activity

Fach ocewrrence of working inby supported roof or working in areas of inadequately supponed
roct will be carefilly reviewed. Afier the investipation if the Facts wasranl such, comective
wction including decertification will be taiken by the Director as appropdate, towards the
DIPETAIOr, @ SUpErViSOr OF @ MLar.
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